CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Even Greek terms made their way into
Arabic through Aramaic. This natural
dependency of Arabic upon Aramaic, which
in turn was connected with Greek as the
rival Christian vernacular in these regions,
is alone sufficient evidence that Christianity
exerted a direct influence upon Muham-
medanism. Moreover, as we have seen, the
Qoran itself regarded Christians as being
in possession of divine wisdom, and some
reference both to Christianity and to Ju-
daism was necessary to explain the many
unintelligible passages of the Qoran. Allu-
sions were made to texts and statements in
the Thora and the Gospels, and God was
represented as constantly appealing to
earlier revelations of Himself. Thus it was
only natural that interpreters should study
these scriptures and ask counsel of their
possessors. Of primary importance was
the fact that both Christians and Jews, and
the former in particular, accepted Muham-
medanism by thousands, and formed a new
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